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Dear Parents, 
 
I am so excited to be sharing this activity guide that pairs with The Mysterious Benedict Society. 
This book is one of my favorites and I hope it will captivate your kids in the same way it has 
captivated my family and me! We have had so much fun putting together the projects included in 
this guide! They will provide hours of creativity and learning for your child. The book box sold 
on our website comes with the book and all of the supplies needed to complete each activity, but 
this guide gives you the opportunity to gather the book and supplies yourself so your child can 
experience the magic of being drawn further into the story through the captivating projects.  
 
You will also have access to all of the tutorial videos that go along with each activity. In some 
cases, the supplies you use might be a little bit different from those that are included in our 
boxes, and those which you will see in the videos. Whenever possible, we give alternative 
options you might consider using if it is impractical to obtain the specific supplies we use. 
 
Thank you so much for your interest in this Taking the Adventure activity guide. Please let me 
know if there is anything I can do to make the Taking the Adventure experience better for you or 
your child. Happy reading! 
 
Aidyn Turk 
Taking the Adventure 

     

https://takingtheadventure.com/
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The MysteriousThe Mysterious    
Benedict Society Activity ScheduleBenedict Society Activity Schedule  

 
Activity # 1 - Take a Benedict Style Test - Page 3 of Activity Guide 

Complete this activity after reading to the end of page 20 in The Mysterious Benedict Society 
(toward the end of chapter 1 - Pencils, Erasers and Disqualification) 

 
Activity # 2 - Kate’s “Red Bucket” Pouch - Page 6 of Activity Guide 

Complete this activity after reading to the end of page 42 in The Mysterious Benedict Society 
(end of chapter 2 - Buckets and Spectacles) 

 
Activity # 3 - Make a Morse Code Machine - Page 7 of Activity Guide 

Complete this activity after reading to the end of page 130 in The Mysterious Benedict Society 
(end of chapter 7 - Codes and Histories) 

 
Activity # 4 - Make a Kaleidoscope - Page 9 of Activity Guide 

Complete this activity after reading to the end of page 274 in The Mysterious Benedict Society 
(end of chapter 21 - Tactical Cactupi) 

 
Activity #5 - Make a Paracord Bracelet - Page 10 of Activity Guide 

Complete this activity after reading to the end of page 435 in The Mysterious Benedict Society 
(end of chapter 35 - The Great KAte Weather Machine)  
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Take a Benedict Style Test 
 
Let’s see how you do with a test similar to the test Reynie is about to take! Your instructions are 
similar to those given to Reynie: 

 
● First, write your name at the top of the test. 
● Second, read all of the questions and answers carefully. 
● Third, choose the correct answers by circling the appropriate letter. 
● Fifth, (and this one is different from Reynie’s instructions) you may NOT use the 

internet, books, or help from parents or friends to find the answers. 
 
If you follow the directions precisely, I am quite certain that you will do very well on this test! 
The test begins on the page 4. 
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Name_________________________ 
 
 
The value of 1000 Chinese Yuan (officially named Reminbi, or RMB, in 1949) is approximately 
equal to: 

a. $25 United States Dollars (USD) 
b. $150 USD 
c. $500 USD 

 
 
In what country can you find Caño Cristales, a river that appears to be rainbow colored because 
of a red plant called macarenia clavigera that grows in the water? 

a. Costa Rica 
b. Chile 
c. Colombia 

 
 
Olympic swimmer Dave Berkoff, known for his powerful underwater start, the Berkoff Blastoff, 
specialized in: 

a. The backstroke 
b. The 200 meter individual medley 
c. The butterfly 

 
 
Bandelier National Monument, located near Los Alamos, New Mexico (made famous by the 
atomic bomb), is situated on the slopes of what mountains? 

a. The Sandia Mountains 
b. The Rocky Mountains 
c. The Jemez Mountains 

 
 
The Rhodesian Ridgeback, with a distinctive ridge of fur growing in the opposite direction down 
its back, is a dog that was bred for what purpose? 

a. To hunt lions 
b. To herd the Sanga cattle of Sub-Saharan Africa 
c. To protect primitive African tribes from predatory animals 
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What is the official name of the currency introduced by the People’s Republic of China in 1949? 

a. Reminbi (there are about 7 Yuan (Reminbi) in one US dollar) 
b. Baht (there are about 33 Baht in one US dollar) 
c. Yen (there are about 90 Yen in one US dollar) 

 
 
Macarenia Clavigera, made famous by the rainbow-colored river, Caño Cristales, in Colombia, 
is: 

a. A clear algae that mimics the properties of a prism, separating light into an array of 
colors. 

b. A red plant that grows in the water. 
c. A very rare mineral found in rivers that reflects a variety of vibrant colors in sunlight. 

 
 
The Berkoff Blastoff, made famous by back-stroker Dave Berkoff, is: 

a. A powerful underwater start at the beginning of a race. 
b. A plyometric exercise designed to strengthen the upper legs. 
c. The ritual launch from the gold-medal platform into the arms of waiting fans. 

 
 
What New Mexico town, situated near the Jemez Mountains, was made famous by the birth of 
the atomic bomb? 

a. Albuquerque 
b. Los Alamos 
c. Las Cruces 

 
 
What distinctive physical feature is characteristic of the Rhodesian Ridgeback dog, which was 
bred to hunt lions in Africa? 

a. A thick strip of fur across the head and down the top of the back, giving them a 
hyena-like appearance 

b. A strip of fur down the middle of the back that grows in the opposite direction, giving the 
appearance of a darker stripe 

c. Prominent shoulder bones that give the appearance of a ridge just behind the neck  
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Kate’s “Red Bucket” Pouch 
 
Kate’s red bucket definitely comes in handy in a tricky situation! While it may not be practical to 
lug a bucket everywhere you go, you can still be prepared with your own “red bucket” of sorts. 
When you have finished this activity, you will have your very own duct tape pouch that you can 
fill with emergency supplies! You can keep it in your backpack, or maybe in the car to have on 
hand when you get into a sticky situation. The video tutorial for making your pouch can be found 
here (click on “package #2”): 
 

https://takingtheadventure.com/the-mysterious-benedict-society-tutorials/ 
 

Password: 0307 
 
 
 

Supplies needed to make the pouch: 
● red duct tape 
● a gallon-sized bag with a sliding closure 
● scissors 

 
Some ideas for emergency supplies you might keep in your pouch are: 

● band-aids  
● a toothbrush (the kind pre-loaded with toothpaste is extra handy) 
● wet wipes 
● tissues 
● hand sanitizer  
● a granola bar 
● antibiotic ointment for cuts and scrapes 
● a comb 
● hair bands 
● stain remover wipes  

 
There are all kinds of possibilities, so do some brainstorming and get your pouch loaded 
and ready for the next time you might find yourself in a bind!  

https://takingtheadventure.com/the-mysterious-benedict-society-tutorials/
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Make a Morse Code Machine 
 
Reynie and his friends are learning how to use Morse Code so they can secretly communicate 
with Mr. Benedict while they are at the Institute. Morse code was originally developed by 
Samuel Morse in the 1830’s to transmit messages through the telegraph system. Now is your 
chance to try your hand at Morse Code and you can start by building your very own Morse Code 
machine! A step-by-step tutorial for building it can by found clicking “Package #3” at: 
 

https://takingtheadventure.com/the-mysterious-benedict-society-tutorials/ 
 

Password: 0307 
 

Supplies needed: 
● electrical tape 
● 1.5 volt light bulb  
● bulb holder  
● wooden clothespin w/ 3 holes drilled (see tutorial for placement of holes) 
● AA battery  
● Wire  
● battery holder  
● 4 1-inch screws 
● 2 metal brads  
● 5-inch square piece of ½-inch thick wood, or similar with 4 holes drilled according to 

placement in tutorial video  
● screw driver 
● wire stripping tool 

 
 

Once you have it built, practice with a friend, parent, or sibling and see if you can transmit a 
message using only Morse Code! The dots in the code represent a short signal and the dashes 
represent a longer signal. Leave a short pause between each letter and a longer pause between 
words. The code is on page 8. 
 
 
 

https://takingtheadventure.com/the-mysterious-benedict-society-tutorials/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00ICN6TAC/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o08_s02?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00EPQNPT8/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o08_s02?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/BNTECHGO-Silicone-Flexible-Insulation-Electric/dp/B01MA0T9UK/ref=sr_1_63_sspa?s=lamps-light&ie=UTF8&qid=1541644649&sr=1-63-spons&keywords=electrical+wire&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00EPQK3DY/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o08_s02?ie=UTF8&psc=1
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Make a KaleidoscopeMake a Kaleidoscope  
 
The children had a close call when Jackson caught them with Kate’s spyglass disguised as a 
kaleidoscope! Today, you get to make an actual kaleidoscope (no spyglass disguised in this one - 
sorry!). A step-by-step tutorial for this project can be found by clicking on “package #4” at the 
following link: 
 

https://takingtheadventure.com/the-mysterious-benedict-society-tutorials/ 
 

Password: 0307 
 

We use this kaleidoscope kit in our box, but if you don’t want to buy such a large number of 
kaleidoscope kits, here is a great tutorial you can follow. In the video, we used these stickers to 
decorate the outside of the kaleidoscope.  

https://takingtheadventure.com/the-mysterious-benedict-society-tutorials/
http://www.ssww.com/item/educraft-kaleidoscopes-craft-kit-GP50/
https://www.thatswhatchesaid.net/diy-kaleidoscope/
https://www.amazon.com/ALLYDREW-Decorative-Patterns-Masking-Sticker/dp/B0743KP6DK/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1541645834&sr=8-2&keywords=masking+sticker+set
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Make a Paracord BraceletMake a Paracord Bracelet  
 
Once again, Kate’s bucket has come to the rescue! In the last scene, she used her rope to haul 
herself out of reach of the Executives, only to rescue Constance and herself in harm’s way once 
again. A piece of rope can be endlessly useful! And what better way to keep rope handy than in a 
cool looking bracelet buckled to your wrist? Today you will make a paracord bracelet that can be 
unraveled and used if you’re ever in need of a strong piece of rope. The tutorial for this project 
can be found by clicking “package #5” at: 
 

https://takingtheadventure.com/the-mysterious-benedict-society-tutorials/ 
 

Password: 0307 
Supplies needed: 

● 10 feet of paracord per bracelet 
● 1 buckle per bracelet 

-OR- 
● A kit that includes paracord and buckles such as this one 

 
Also needed: 

● A flame of some variety (candle, lighter, etc.) 
● A sharp pair of scissors 

 
***This activity requires a flame to melt the ends of the paracord. Please supervise your child 

to avoid accidents or injury.*** 

https://takingtheadventure.com/the-mysterious-benedict-society-tutorials/
https://www.amazon.com/Paracord-Planet-Mil-Spec-Commercial-Orange/dp/B00ACL4CD8/ref=sr_1_4?s=hunting-fishing&ie=UTF8&qid=1541646094&sr=1-4&keywords=paracord&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Curved-Release-Buckles-Paracord-Bracelets/dp/B00OFHVLZM/ref=sr_1_9?s=sporting-goods&ie=UTF8&qid=1541646268&sr=1-9&keywords=paracord%2Bbracelet%2Bbuckle&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Survival-Paracord-Crafting-West-Coast/dp/B01N6EDEIJ/ref=sr_1_11?s=hunting-fishing&ie=UTF8&qid=1541646094&sr=1-11&keywords=paracord&th=1

